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Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Montana  State  Reform  School 


To  the  Honorable  Kobert  B.  Siiiitb,  (Governor  of  :\rontaua  : 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor,  as  Trustees  of  the  :Nrontana  State 
lieforni  School,  to  submit  herewith  the  biennial  report  of 
said  institution  for  the  rears  181M»  and  1900. 

The  report  of  the  Director  to  the  Trustees  herewith  trans- 
mitted is  so  full  and  complete  that  it  will  require  but  very 
little  amplification  by  us  in  order  to  ftive  all  who  desire  a 
knowledii'e  of  the  institution. 


CONDITION   OF   THE    INSTITUTION. 

^Ve  are  gratifled  to  state  to  yon  that  the  institution  is  in  a 
most  excellent  condition. 

:Mr.  B.  G.  White,  the  director  of  the  institution  who  succeeded 
Mr.  A.  J.  Hylton,  resigned  his  position  in  the  institution  on 
the  first  day  of  May  1000.  The  trustees  employed  in  his  place 
Air.  (\  B.  Dickiuson.  who  had  been  in  the  institution  two  years 
as  an  employe.  After  Mr.  White's  retirement  we  employed 
Mr.  Dickinson  (m  trial  for  a  period  of  six  months,  believinii 
as  we  did  that  he  was  abundantly  able  to  conduct  the  institution 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  At  the  end  of  six  months  the  board 
Mere  fully  satisfied  with  I\Ir.  Dickinson  and  employed  him  as 
tlie  stated  director  of  the  institution.  His  management  and 
(•onduct  of  the  institution  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  board. 

The  number  of  employes  connected  with  the  school  are  as 
foUows : 

Director,  C.  B.  Dickinson, 
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Mati'on,  Mrs.  C.  U.  Dickinson, 

f)ve]'seer,  J.  B.   [[aAvkiDS, 

Superintendent  Boys'   Bniidinji',  and  Mnsieal   Director. 
\.  D.  Perkins, 

Tea  riser,  A.  A.  Andrews, 

TeaclH-r.  Elizabeth  :Mil]s, 

Oltieer  Company  "A"',  W.  E.  Aiuswortli, 

Ofli'-er  (■or.i])any  ''B'\  ']'.  H.  ^Torse, 

Engineer,  (ieoi'^e  N.  Cheever. 

Seamstress,  ^frs.  (Heoriie  N.  Clieever, 

Laimdi'ess,  Lena  Olsen, 

Cook  (  15oys  Bnildinji  I.  Charles  E.  Hamilton, 

Cook   ((Mrl's  Bnildinji),  Mrs.  I).  L.  vShy, 

Niiiht  Watchman,  D.  S.  Johnson. 
'Die  pj-esenl  nnmber  of  inmates  of  the  institntion  are,  sixty- 
Jive  ( (JH )  boys  and  ten  (10)  girls. 

The  lUDiil-HM   of  inmates  admitted  during  the  period  covered 
l»y  this  report  is  forty-fonr  (44  I  boys  and  eight  (8)  girls. 


EXPE^^DITl-KES  OE  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  expcndiinies  of  the  institntion  and  the  purposes  for 
which  sncli  e\i>enditures  wei'e  ]nade,  is  fully  covered  by  an 
itemized  rei)oi  t  of  the  dire<-toi',  and  need  not  be  recapitulated 
at  this  point  in  the  ]-eport,  as  the  report  of  the  director  has 
i)een  examined  and  fully  ai^proved  by  this  board. 

It  will  be  sutficient  upon  this  point  to  say  that  the  appropria- 
lions  for  the  hvo  several  years  last  past,  were  just  sufficient 
to  run  the  institution  and  provide  in  a  suitable  manner  for 
its  maintenance  and  the  necessary  imjr'ovements  connected 
with  the  institution. 

The  appropriation  foi-  \S'.)\)  was  120,170.84  and  for  1900, 
i}^21,006.o5.  These  appropi'iatious,  as  already  remarked,  have 
been  just  svinicient  with  an  economical  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  institution  to  cover  its  neces'^ities. 

Tlic  advancement  made  by  the  inmates  of  the  institution 
has  been  gratifying  to  all  connected  with  it  and  who  had  the 
interests  of  the  institution  at  heart. 

'To  say  that  the  advancement,  in  manv  instances,  has  been 
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remarkable^  would  only  be  stating-  the  matter  as  the  board 
view  it.  lu  many  instances  boys  come  to  this  institution  who 
do  not  even  know  hoA\'  to  comb  their  own  hair,  and  who  have 
never  had  the  least  trainini^  or  cnltivation  in  the  mana!i>ement 
of  their  persons.  ]Many  of  them  A\hen  they  come  to  the  in- 
stitnHon,  had  ne\  er  apparently  either  read  or  written  a  single 
word.  In  the  present  coiidition  of  the  institution,  every  inmate 
can  write  and  read,  and  many  of  them  are  far  advanced  in 
mathematics  and  other  branchc'S,  and  son.e  of  the  inmates  are 
far  advanced  in  algebra. 

''We  cannot  but  feel  that  the  institution  is  more  than  meet- 
ing the  expectations  of  the  peoph^  of  this  state  who  have  be- 
lieved in  it  and  fostered  it  from  its  inception. 

"There  is  one  condition  of  the  institution  which  the  board 
desire  at  this  point  to  present.  Si^ome  parents,  whose  children 
are  confined  to  the  institution  get  the  erroneous  idea  that  after 
the  inmates  remain  a  few  weeks  or  months,  they  .should  b(^ 
pardoned  out  of  the  institution  and  taken  from  its  control. 

"The  law  provides,  that  after  remaining  in  the  institution 
one  year,  the  board  shall  have  power  to  parole  inmates.  We 
have  made  it  an  inexorable  rule  at  the  end  of  one  year,  if  the 
boy  has  earned  what  in  the  parlance  of  the  institution  is,  his 
iionor ;  that  is,  if  Ite  has  been  circumspect  in  his  conduct,  obeyed 
the  rules  of  the  institution  and  becA  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the 
institution,  at  the  end  of  a  year  we  parole  him  and  allow  him  to 
return  to  his  parents  or  those  who  are  interested  in  him  as 
his  guardians ;  but  the  board  is  imjwrtuned  very  often  to  parole 
an  inmate  after  he  has  been  there  a  very  "orief  tinu\  This 
we  are  not  able  to  do.  In  the  f'rst  place,  we  are  not  able 
to  parole  him  under  one  year,  and  tlien  only  upon  condition  that 
he  has  "earned  his  honor.-' 

"It  is  difficult  to  make  some  persons  avIio  are  interested  in 
inmates  to  understand  this  rule  of  the  institution,  and  yet  it 
is  an  indispensible  rule,  if  we  are  to  conduct  the  institution 
on  strict  business  and  reformatory  principles.  To  jiarole  one 
boy  without  his  honor,  gives  every  other  inmate  of  the  in- 
stitution who  is  in  like  condition  to  feel  that  he  is  unjustly 
dealt  with.     His  natural  inquiry  is,  if  you  parole  Smith  without 
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liaviiiii  liis  lioiior,  ^yhy  do  you  not  on  the  same  ])rliici])le  jiai-ole 
me? 

"AA'e  mention  this  eondition  at  length  because  we  know  that 
the  executive  is  often  importuned  to  have  inmates  discharged 
wIkmi  under  the  rules  of  the  institution  it  cannot  be  done;  and 
I'oi'  the  reason  that  requests  for  parole  or  discharge  come  from 
many  eminent  persons  in  the  state  and  whose  opinions  and 
wishes  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  respect.  In  denying  a  re- 
el nest  for  parole,  where  tlie  Itoard  is  compelled  so  to  do,  we  make 
it  a  rule  so  far  as  possible  to  advise  all  persons  of  the  con- 
ditions u])on  whicli  the  paroles  are  made." 


NEEDS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

We  have  now  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  As  yet  we  have 
no  appliances  for  teaching  trades  or  any  of  the  mechanical  or 
industrial  arts.  Our  labor  is  confined  solely  to  the  soil,  and  in 
this  connection,  the  institution  feels  very  sadly  the  necessity 
of  more  land  than  ^^e  now  have. 

The  institution,  in  order  to  be  efficiently  managed  and  to  the 
))est  advantage,  reejnires  an  additional  one  liundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  AVe  have  a  proposition  from  Mv.  Abram  Hall 
to  sell  the  state  the  North  East  Qup  I'ter  of  flection  Thirty-five 
(35),  Township  Seven  (7)  North  cf  Range  Forty-eight  (48) 
East  at  the  price  of  Forty -Dollars  (|40.00)  per  acre.  This 
land  joins  the  present  property  of  tic  institution.  This  would 
nmke  a  cost  of  |6,400.00  for  the  added  amount  of  land  required 
and  we  herewith  submit  Mr.  Hall's  proposition.  And  with 
this  laud  we  can  safely,  u])on  a  cons(  rvative  basis,  save  in  feed 
and  product  raised  Eight  TTiindred  Dollars  (|800.00)  per 
annum. 

The  annual  appro]>riations  required  for  the  institution  we 
believe  to  be  Twenty-two  Thousand  Dollars  per  annum  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  institution,  in  other  words,  |44,000  for  the 
two  years. 

lOur  director  reports  a  necessity  of  |500  for  repairs  and  im- 
];rovements  of  the  buildings.  We  believe  this  to  be  entirely 
veasonabh%  and  an  appropriation  of  .f250  for  a  gymnasium,  and 
also  an  a])pro])iMation  of  |1,0(I0  to  purchase  machinery  and  ma- 
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Apples,  pickled,  marmalade,  etc.,  (piarts 500 

Plums,  quarts 50 

Easpberries,  quarts : 30 

Currant  jellv,  quai'ts 140 

Apple  jelly,  quarts 200 

Plum  jelly,  quarts  50 

Currant  shrub,  (piaiis 20 

Currant  p]-<'st'ives,  (piarts 23 

Musk  melons 500 


EXHIBIT  O. 

fc^howin*'  amount  of  work  done  in  Laundry  for  two  years, 
Dec.  1,  189S-Dec.  1,  1000. 

Clothes  washed — 

Slie(4s 8G32 

Pillow   slips    6832 

ADroiis 1664 

Socks 10816 

Shirts 6760 

Towels   9672 

Niolit  dresses   1100 

Und(M-  shirts 2080 

Dra^^ crs 2080 

Nai)kiiis 5200 

Tabic  cloths   728 

^'ioht   shirts    7400 

Collars   2400 

Spreads   600 

Skirts 1560 

Waists 200 

Doilies   312 

Blue  clothes  (pieces)    2600 

Total    72436 

Clothes  ironed — 

Sheets 1768 

Pillow  slips 8632 

Aprons 1664 
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Napkins 5200 

Tableclotlis   728 

Collars 2400 

Waists 200 

Doilies   ol2 

Towels    3120 

Skirls 1040 

Total    25004 


EXHIBIT  K. 

SlioAviii<i  liTiaiuial  stateuient  for  hvo  years — Dec.  1,  ISOS-IDOO. 

ISO!*  1000 

Dry  (Joods    >f2:i<;4.s:j  |280S.2:^ 

Groceries :»,0(;(;.02  2500.22 

Meats OOS .  40  850 .  00 

Salaries  TOOS .  07  SI  84 .  30 

Trustees    1 75 .  (10 

Fuel    1307 .  02  1 180 .  43 

Lights SS3  .  00  840 .  0^) 

Hardware 000 .  75  770 .  46 

Feed  810 . 04  876 . 83 

Furuitnre 224.05  838.98 

Physician 05.00  272.00 

]\[edicine 134.35  145.30 

Building  aud  Improveiiieiits   11()7.17  4606.33 

Blacksmithiuo 137.80  142.25 

Irrigation    120 . 00  159 . 00 

Snndries 267 .  85  506 .  64 

Total  120108. 14  |21095.06 

Appropriation  20176.84  21096.35 


Deficit I       21 .30  Exc's|1.29 
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We  should  have  the  fonowing  appropriations  for  carryiug 
forwai'd  the  Avork  for  the  next  two  years. 

I. 

An  appro])riati()n  of  f22,()0()  for  each  year  for  j>eneral  main- 
tenance. 

II. 
An  appropriation  of  $500  for  repairs  and  improvements. 

III. 

An  appropriation  of  |2r)0  for  g.vmnasinm. 

IV. 

An  ai)])i-<»priation  of  ■'jrOJdO  foi-  the  |)in-c!ras('  of  1<)0  acres  land. 

V. 

An  appropi-iation  of  ."t|;l,00!)  lo  i)U]-clias('  macliinery  and  ma- 
terial to  bej^in  manual  trainin«>  work. 


EXHIBIT  I». 

Showinii'  the  number  of  ne\\   narmcnls  made  in  se\vini>  room 
from  Dec.  1,  1898-I)ec.  1,  IIMM). 

Pants   ; 245 

( 'oats 1G8 

Vests    00 

Shirts 280 

Night  shirts 150 

Night  gowns 40 

Aprons 80 

Kitchen  aprons 70 

Shirt  slei'V(^s 450 

Dresses 28 

Sheets 225 

Pillow  cases 253 

Table  cloths 20 

Quilts 18 

Candy  bags 600 


26  BIENNIAL    REPORT 

Shirt  waists  15 

Side  elastics 35 

Holders   50 

Clothes  pill  ba.i»s 20 

]\nttens 35 

Total 2872 


EXHIBIT    (,>. 

Showing  uuinWc!'  of  ujiinK'iits  ic)>;iir('il  in  scAvina  room  from 
Dee.  1,  1898-1  )(•(•.  1,  1!MMI. 

Coats 375 

Panti< 783 

Vests  200 

Overalls 528 

Boys"  socks 8227 

Shirts 2268 

Night  shii-ts S35 

Aprons 747 

Night  gov\  lis 20s 

Dresses 58 

Skirts 07 

Sheers 289 

Pillow  eases Kll 

Table  cloilis OS 

I'ndersliii-is    1348 

Hats 28 

Ca])S  lUtirkt'd   155 

Sweaters    28 

Towels 110 

Kitchen  jiprons 85 

QniUs 40 

Dress  skirts 78 

Dress  waists 28 

•^lit-tens 50 

Undershirts 75 

Blankets    50 

Bed  spreads 150 
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Capes  20 

Jackets •  15 

Girls'  hose 840 

Dresses  made  over 15 

Drawers 1497 

Total l*57fi 


LIST  OF  EMPLOYEES. 

Director — C.  B.  Dickinsou. 
Matron — JMrs.  O.  B.  Dickinson. 
Overseer — J.  B.  Hawkins. 

Superintendent  Boys'  Bnilding  and  Mnsical  Director — A. 
D.  Perkins. 

Teacher — J.  A.  Andrews. 

Teacher— Elizabeth  Mi  lis. 

Officer  Company  "A."— ^^^  E.  Ainsworth. 

Officer  Company  «B."— T.  H.  Morse. 

Engineer — Geo.  N.  Cheever. 

Seamstress — Mrs.  Geo.  N.  Cheever. 

Lanndress — Lena  Olsen. 

C^ok   (Boys'  Building)— Chas.  E.  Hamilton. 

Cook  (Girls'  Building)— Mrs.  D.  L.  Shy. 

Nightwatchman— D.  S.  Johnson. 

Miles  City,  Montana,  Dec.  3rd,  1900. 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees  State  Reform  School,  INliles  City, 
:Mont. : 

Gentlemen: — In  view  of  a  request  presented  to  me  by  you 
that  I  make  a  bid  on  my  farm  I  herewith  submit  it. 

I  will  sell  my  place  consisting  of  the  North-East  Quarter 
( N.  E.  ] )  of  Section  Number  Thirty-five  (35),  Township  seven 
(7)  north  of  Bange  number  forty-eight  east  (48  E.)  contain- 
ing 1()0  acres  more  or  less,  at  forty  (40)  dollars  per  acre. 

Respectfully, 

ABRAM    HALL. 
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